Wesley Centre

Superintendent Minister: The Revd Andy Lindley
Tel: 01653 692173

Sunday 4 October
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Homelessness Sunday
10.00

Preacher
The Revd Harold Stuteley

We offer a warm welcome to anyone visiting this
morning. Please stay behind after the service and join us
for refreshments



Twenty-seventh Sunday in

Ordinary Time
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

Listen to another parable, there was a
man, a landowner, who planted a
vineyard; he fenced it in, dug a winepress
in it and built a tower; then he leased it to
tenants and went abroad. When vintage
time drew near he sent his servants to the
tenants to collect his produce. But the
tenants seized his servants, thrashed one,
killed another one stoned a third. Next he
sent some more servants, this time a larger
number and they dealt with them in the
same way. Finally he sent his son to them,
thinking, “They will respect my son.” But
when the tenants saw the son, they said
among themselves, “This is the heir.
Come on, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” So they seized him and threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those tenants?” They answered,
‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched
end and lease the vineyard to other tenants
who will deliver the produce to him at the
proper time.” Jesus said to them, ‘Have you
never read in the scriptures:

The stone which the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone

this is the Lord’s doing

and it is amazing to our eyes.

I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will
be taken from you and given to a people
who will produce its fruit.’

When they heard his parables, the chief
priests and the scribes realised he was
speaking about them, but though they would
have liked to arrest him they were afraid of
the crowds, who looked on him as a prophet.
Matthew 21:33-46

From the Prayer Handbook
Day 4

Let your Holy Spirit blow over the
earth, like the power of the storm;
break into our lives, like blood in our
veins and bring us to life like the
energy of the sun. Amen.

Prayer of a Ghanaian Christian

We pray for our partners in West
Africa — Ghana and Equatorial Guinea.

We pray for the Bedfordshire, Essex
and Hertfordshire District and their
Chair, the Revd David Chapman.

God, we pray for the church in
Equatorial Guinea, in a moment where
religious liberty is being appraised.
Give wisdom to those in positions of
authority to work diligently in
accomplishing this task.

We pray for spiritual growth and
ecumenical work, including with the
Roman Catholic Church, and
expanding the gospel in communities.

We pray that you will bless work
amongst the youth of Equatorial
Guinea. Create in their hearts the
revival of your great mission here on
earth and in your kingdom.

God may you touch the hearts of the
powerful to act with compassion upon
your creation. May you continue to
draw us much closer to you in the
Spirit and in truth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord and
Saviour. Amen.

Prospero David Sharpe, Methodist
President, Equatorial Guinea



Harvest Festival

Our harvest festival is next week (11 October). The theme will be “Water”. Could you
please bring along non-perishable goods to donate to the Food Bank, eg. any tinned
food, pasta, rice, tea, coffee, toiletries, shampoo, etc. No fresh produce please.

There will be a retiring collection in aid of Aqua Box, which provides clean water to
disaster hit countries.

From the Methodist News

A Prayer for Black History Month (an extract)
By the Revd Dr Kennedy Gondongwe

God of our ancestors,

God of liberation,

God of freedom,

God of justice,

God of the oppressed,

God who hears the cries of the oppressed

And walks with those who struggle for freedom.

Today and this hour and this minute

We remember the generations who endured chains,
torture, segregation, violence, exclusion, and injustice,
and yet refused to surrender their dignity,

their faith, their culture or their hope.

We give thanks for those who resisted

For those who marched, organized, taught, plotted, created,
Prayed, spoke truth and opened doors,

that others might walk through.

Where there is inequality

make us agents of justice

where there is hatred,

make us builders of communities
where there is exclusion,

make us open doors

where there is despair

make us keepers of hope

May black history never be confined to one month.
May it call us to remember,

To learn,

To resist injustice,

To celebrate black joy and creativity,

And to build a future where every person can live
With dignity, freedom, safety and belonging.

By leaving behind a world

More free, more just and more loving
than the one we inherited.

Amen



Dates

09 Oct  19.30 - 22-15 An evening with Julian & Jiaxin Lloyd Webber at the WC.

20 Nov ~ 16:00 - 18:00 Hugh Bonneville — in conversation — Rory Sparkes and the
Spy who Loved Tea.

28 Nov  19.30-22.15 Lesley Garrett in Concert.

Activities
Chapel Kitchen — open Tuesday to Saturday from 09.00 to 16.00.
Free Fridge — open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10.00 to 11.30.

Sunday 11 October
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.00

Harvest Festival

Preacher

Janice Clark

Website: www.maltonwesleycentre.org

E-mail: info@maltonwesleycentre.org
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